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Since  the  Second  World  War,  the  United  States  began  to  establish  the  Pax  
America through its hegemonic power, and Southeast Asia became part of the U.S. 
efforts in the construction of this world order. Following the strategy of 
containment in the Cold War, the U.S. gradually entangled itself into the national 
independence movement of Vietnam and finally became stuck in the quagmire of 
the Vietnam War. The defeat in the Vietnam War largely weakened the hegemonic 
power of the United States, forcing it to adopt Détente and low-cost diplomatic 
means to maintain its regional interests. However, it never ceased to pursue a 
regional order favorable to American interests. With the accelerated development 
of globalization after the Cold War, the United States focused its diplomatic efforts 
on the open market and free trade in Southeast Asia. Based on its perception of 
the increasing importance of Southeast Asia and of the deepening process of 
regionalism in the area, the U.S. begins to contemplate and formulate its 
long-term strategy in the region. At present, the U.S. is trying to implement the 
following strategies toward Southeast Asia: maintain some degree of military 
presence to protect its regional interests; strengthen and enhance the relationship 
with its regional allies while developing new partnerships and bi-lateral 
relationships; actively participate in the regionalism of Southeast Asia and 
influence its process through various regimes and cooperation; stay alert and try 
to prevent the activities of other powers from threatening its interests in the 
region.  The  United  States  means  to  assume  a  dominant  role  in  the  region  and  
establish an order which is both responsive and conducive to its will and interests. 
This dissertation discusses the diplomacy of the United States in Southeast Asia 
based  on  an  analysis  of  the  U.S.  regional  goals  and  fluctuation  of  its  hegemonic  
power.   
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